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SIERRA LEONE. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

From the London Missionary Register. 

Ve shall here extract, from the Twentieth 
Report, such principle events therein stated, 
as ave not already appeared in our pages. 
Encouragement under the Loss of Mis- 

sionaries. 

The Committee quote the following im: 
pressive sentiments on this subject from a 
commusication of the Rev.G. R Nylander :-— 

The accounts of so many deaths a- 
mong us, through the last severe rainy 
season, must certainly be an additional 
trial of the faith and courage of the 
Committee: but be not dismayed, for 
it is the Lord’s battle that we are fight- 
ing, and we are conguering even when 
faiting: Only send us a fresh supply 
of troops for this holy war, for the in- 
crease and enlargement of the Kingdom 
of Christ. 

A report was lately spread, that the 
Society would give up the African Mis- 
sion, on account of the deaths of so many 
of its Missionaries: but let not the So- 
ciety be discouraged thereby. Look 
forward for your zeward ! [fallthat died, 
and we that are alive, have been labour- 
ing together to save a few souls, or to 
lead them into the way of obtaining 
mercy, we shall be abundantly recom- 
pensed. Though the bodies of our 
Brethren are removed from among us, 
yet the seed which they sowed keeps 
growing. 

How often have I heard persons in 
Freetown speaking of the late Mr. 
prasse, of whose labours nothing was 
publickly known: “Oh! that was a 
blessed man! By his speaking to me, 
my eyes were opened, and [ began to 
seek the salvation of my soul.” 

“Oh!” said an European respecting 
the late Mr. Barrett, who was only two 
wecks on his Station at Kissey—* I be- 
lieve he was a traly pious man: his con- 
¥ersation with me made such an impres- 


—_— —- - «9 -<——— <p 
a ee er —_— —— 





ee oe 


sion on my mind, that lam determined 
to look about me, and endeavour to lead 
a better life.” 

Sperrhacken’s very grave will remind 
the Bulloms, that there were people a- 
mong ‘them who spoke of the Rederp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus. 

The late Rev. Mr. Garnon’s Dis- 
courses, and Christian conduct toward 
all classes of people in Freetown, will 
ever be remembered: for he was much 
esteemed and loved; more so than was 


_ publicly known. 


Aud can we imagine that Cates’s 
voyage down the Coast was in vain? By 
no means. It was good, says the Lord, 
that it was in thine heart te build me a 
house—David, a house of stones ; Cates 
a spiritual temple of living stones: and 
his work will follow him. He who ven- 
tures first intoa Heathen Country with 


the glad tidings of Salvation, exposing . 
himself to dangers, like the spies in- 


Canaan, does as much iu the vineyard 
of the Lord, as he who gathers in the 
clusters of grapes. So, whether dead or 
alive, we are working together; and the 
time will surely come, when those that 
sow and those that reap will rejoice to- 
gether. 
REGENT’S TOWN. 
(Siegra Leone.) 


Brief History of the Work of Divine 
Grace at this Station. 

Mr. Johnson’s return to this country 
afforded, as has been before stated, an 
opportunity of obtaining much more ac- 
curate information on the nature and 
success of his labours among the Libe- 
rated Negroes at Regent’s Town, than 
could have been derived from correspon- 
dence with him. In frequent confer- 
ences, he entered largely into the sub. 
ject: and disclosed, with Christian sim- 
plicity, the whole course of labour 
through which it had pleased God to 
lead him. 
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Your Committee will venture to say, 
that the History of the Church has 
scarcely afforded so striking an instance 
of the power of Christianity in civilizing 
and blessing Savage Man. The state of 
the Negroes, when brought together in 
Regent’s Town, the effects produced on 
them by the blessing of God on the care 
and kindness of the Governor, and on 
the Ministry of the Gospel among them, 
and the manner in which these effects 
disclose themselves, are of such a na- 
ture, that, through various circumstan- 
ces relative thereto have been reported 
on former occasions, the Committee are 

rsuaded that the Members will be 
gratified by hearing the statement com- 
municated by Mr. Johnson, while in this 
country. 

When brought together at this place 
in the year 1813, the Negroes were, as 
on the first settling of them in other 
Towns, in the most deplorable condition. 
In 1816, the Assistant Secretary, then 
on a visit to the Mission, found about 
1100 Liberated Negroes assembled at 
this spot. They consisted of persons 
from almost all the tribes on that part 
of the Continent. The efforts of those 
who had been placed over them, under 
the vigilant and anxious inspection of 
the Governor, had meliorated the con- 
dition of such as had been there for any 
length of time. Every measure in his 
power had been resorted to, for this end, 
by his Excellency ; and a Church had 
been erected, in preparation for the reg- 
ular administration of Christian Ordin- 
ances among them. His Excellency 
felt that a powerful stimulus was want- 
ed, to rouse the Negroes to diligence; 
and that an energetic principle was re- 
quired, which migh: harmonize their jar- 
ring feelings, and unite them as one 
body. ‘That stimulus was found in the 
sense of duty and of gratitude which 
Christianity inspires; and that uniting 
principle, in the healing spirit of the 
Gospel. 

At the desire of the Governor, Mr. 
Johnson, then just arrived, was placed, 
by the Assistant Secretary, at his Exxcel- 
lency’s disposal; and was in conse- 
quence, appointed to the care of Re- 
gent’s Town, and immediately entered 
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on his charge, in the month of June 
1816. 

On looking narrowly into the actual 
condition of the people entrusted to his 
care, Mr. Jolinson felt great disc ourage. 
ment. Natives of twenty-two different 
nations were here collected together: 
and a considerable number of them had 
been but recently liberated from _ the 
holds of Slave Vessels; they were great. 
ly prejudiced against one another, and 
in astate of continual hostility, with no 
common medium of intercourse but a 
little broken English. When clothing 
was given to then they would sell it, 
or throw it away : “tt was difficult to in. 
duce them even to put it on; and it 
was not found practicable to introduce 
it among them, till led to # by the ex. 
ample of Mr. Johnson’s servant girl, 
None of them, on their first arrival, 
seemed to live in the state of marriage: 
some were soon afterward married by 
the late Mr. Butscher. In some huts, 
ten of them were crowded together ; 
and, in others, even fifteen and twenty: 
many of them were ghastly as skele- 
tons: six or eight sometimes died in 
one day; and only six infants were born 
during the year. Superstition, in vari- 
our forms, tyrannized over their minds: 
many Devil’s Houses sprung up; and 
all placed their security in wearing gree- 
grees. Scarcely any desire of improve- 
ment was discernible: for a considera- 
ble time, there were hardly five or six 
acres of land brought under cultivation ; 
and some, who wished to cultivate the 
soil, were deterred from doing so by the 
fear of being plundered of the produce. 
Some would live in the woods, apart from 
society; and others subsisted by thiev- 
ing and plunder ; they would steal fowls, 
ducks, and pigs, from any who possess- 
ed them: in the first week of his resid- 
ence among them, Mr. Johnson lost thir- 


ty-fowls: they would eat them raw; and. 


not a few of them, particularly those of 
the Ebo Nation, the most savage of them 
all, would prefer any kind of refuse- 
meat to the rations which they received 
from Government. 

Of this Nation of the Ebos it may be 
right to give some ‘particulars. About 
forty of them having been drawn, on 
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their liberation from the Slave Ships, to 
serve in the African Corps, they were 
placed under a course of military in- 
struction at Bance Island; but were 
discharged as intractable, and were sent 
to Regent’s Town. Here they soon 
gave proof of almost incredible brutality. 
A Negro of another tribe had a sow, 
which, three or four days before, had 
brought him a litter of nine pigs: some 
of these people stole his young pigs,and 
threw them all, while alive, into a large 
pot of boiling water: there the man 
found them, when, on returning home 
and ascertaining his loss, he had ob- 
tained Mr. Johnson’s authority to search 
for them among his suspected neigh- 
bours. From another were stolen his 
dog and his iron pot, and he found both 
among the same depredators, who were 
preparing for a repast on the poor an- 
imal, by boiling him in the pot which 
they had stolen. A sick dog had been 
killed, and buried: it was afterward dis- 
covered that some of these people had 
dug up and made soup of the carcase. 
These are repulsive details: but they 
set forth the greatness of the change 
which has been wrought in these men. 
Placed under the care of one of the Na- 


tives—himself but recently liberated — 


from the hold of a Slave Ship, and as 
yet but little influenced by Christian 
Principle—he exercised over them what 
appeared to him to be unavoidable se- 
verity ; but when his own heart became 
powerfully affected by the Gospel, he 
would retire to the woods and pray for 
them—they formed a strong attach: ent 
to him—he prevailed on them to attend 
church—and was made an instrument 
of incalculable good to them. The 
Word of God was blessed to many of 
them. They are all now civilized and 
married: they are steady, sober, and 
industrious; and several of them regu- 
larly communicate at the Lord’s Table : 
all are become clean and decent, and 
attend the Public Worship of God. 
lhey are active and servicable men. 
The change in the Ebo people has 
been mentioned as illustrating, in a re- 
markable manner, the efficacy of Chris- 
tian Instruction, under the Divine Bles- 
ing, in civilizing and elevating the most 
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abject of mankind. No human wisdom 
or eloquence, no secular hopes or fears, 
no coercion or inducements of man, ever 
produced such a change! It has been 
the act of that same Divine Power, 
which wrought, by the same Divine 
Truth, that mighty change in our own 

barbarous ancestors, in the older times 

of our country—of that Divine Power, 

which softened their ferocious minds, 

Stripped the skins of beasts and cleansed 

the savage daubings from their persons, 

staunched the blood of human victims, 

exposed to shame the cruelties of their 

pagan idolatry, breught rude men to 

feel the blessings of social life and of all 

the meek and heavenly tempers of the 

Christian, and gave birth to those Laws 

and Institutions, which, re-acting witha 

benign influence on the minds and man- 

ners of this whole people, have rendered 

us, with all our crimes, a real blessing 

to the world! And now, in these latter 

days, we have.a renewal of the moral 

miracles of the primitive age; and have 

the honour put onus, by sending the 

Gospel to the most degraded of man-~ 
kind, of quickening and rendering effi- 

cacious, in an incalculable degree, the 

efforts of our country to remunerate Af- 

rica for her wrongs. 

But the improvement in the whole 
body of the Liberated Negroes assem- 
bled at Regent’s Towa is truly surpris- 
ing. The greater number were not, 
indeed, sunk into a state of degradation 
so low as that of the Ebos: but the de- 
scription already given of them will 
sufficiently shew, that, on all human cal- 
culation, but little success could be expec- 
ted ; and that little, but by slow degrees. 

With what melancholy feelings Mr. 
Johnson surveyed the desolation around 
him, the Members heard from his own 
lips, when he took leave of the Society, 
at the Special Meeting, held in this 
place, in the month of November. (See 
Appendix [.) 

But what was the conditien of these 
people when Mr. Johnson left them, for 
a season, after the labour of three years ? 
A full return had been made for the wise 
and benevolent measures of the Gov- 
ernor, and for the unwearied labours of 
their Pastor. 
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The eye which beheld the people and 
their town but afew years before, would 
now witness a scene that would bespeak 
the energy of some mighty principle. 

The Town itself is laid out with reg- 
ularity—nineteen streets are formed, and 
are made plain and level, with good 
roads round the town—a ‘large stone 
Church rises in the midst of the habita- 
tions—a Government House, a Parson- 
age House, a Hospital, School Louses, 
Store Houses, a Bridge of several arch- 
es, some Native Dwellings, and other 
Buildings, all of stone, are either finished 
or on the point of being so. But the 
state of cultivation further manifests 
the industry of the people—all are 
Farmers—gardens, fenced in, are at- 
tached to every dwelling—all the land 
in the immediate neighbourhood is under 
cultivation, and pieces of land even to 
the distance of three miles—there are 
many rice-fields ; and, among the other 
Vegetables raised for food, are cassades, 

lantains, coco, yams, coflee,and Indian 
corn—of Fruits, they have bananas, or- 
anges, limes, pine apples, ground-nuts, 
guavas, and papaws—of Animals, there 
are horses, cows, bullocks, sheep, goats, 

igs, ducks, and fowls—a daily market 
is held for the sale of articles ; ; and, on 
Saturdays, this market is large and gen- 
eral. St has been already said that all 
are Farmers ; but many of them, beside 
the caltivation of the ground, have learn- 
ed and exercise various trades: fifty of 
them are masons and bricklayers—for- 
ty. carpenters—thirty, sawyers—thirty, 
shinvle-makers—twenty, tailors —four, 
blacksmiths—and two, butchers. In 
these various ways, upward of 600 of 
the Negroes maintain themselves; and 
have been enabled, in this short space 
of time, by the fruits of their own pro- 
ductive industry, to relieve from all ex- 
pense, on their personal account, that 
Government to which they pay the most 
grateful allegiance. 

The appearance and manners of the 
people have improved in an equal de- 

ree. They are all now dece nily cloth- 
ed; almost all the females have learned 
to make their own clothing—about 400 
eouple are married-—they were accus- 
tomed to spend their nights in dancing 
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and drumming, after the heathenish fash. 
ion of their countries: not a drum is 
now left inthe town—in six months, on- 
ly six deaths oeeurred: while, in three 
months, forty-two children were born— 
not an oath had been heard in the town, 
to Mr. Jobnson’s knowledge, for the last 
twelve months; nor had any dranken- 
ness been witnessed—the attendance on 
Public Worship is regular and _ large, 
three times on the Sunday ; on an aver- 
age, not less than 1200 or 1300 Ne. 
groes, while Mr. Johnson’s first congre- 
gation amounted but tonine; at Mor- 
ing and Evening Daily Prayers, not les: 
than 500 are present—the schools, 
which opened with ninety boys and fit 
ty girls with thirty-six adults, now con. 
tain upward of 500 scholars. 

These were great encouragements tc 
Mr. Johnson in his labours ; but he wa 
not satisfied with the reformation of the 
manners of his people: he prayed for 
indications ofa change of heart, and the 
influence of a living principle. Nor dic 
he wait long. One and another begat 
to visit him, burdened by asense of thei 
sins, to ask what they were to do to be 
saved—disclosing to him the graciow 
influences of the Holy Spirit on ther 
hearts, in the most simple and touching 
manner. He saw persons, in every d 
rection, before they eame to atten 
Morning and Evening Daily Worship. 
kneeling i in private prayer behind bus 
es and houses. All, without exception. 
wish for Baptism ; but Mr. Jolinson aé 
nits none to that ordinance til he is sat 
isfied of their intelligence and integrity 
All have abandoned polygamy, gree 
grees, and Devil-worship. The baptiz 
ed are m the habit of regularly partal- 
ing of the Lord’s Supper, unless pre 
vented by illness ; and when Mr. Johe- 
son left,in April of last year, the numbes. 
of Communicantsamounted to263. The 
converts are earnest for the salvation ©! 
their country-people, and are continua’- 
ly going to them to persuade them to em 
brace the Gospel; and they are equally 
anxious for their mutual edification; Mu. 
Jolinson seldom visiting a sick Commu- 
nicant without fding some of our Chris 
tion Brethren or Sisters there, employed 

in offices of devotion or charity. 
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striking and remarkable, indeed, has 
been the influence of the Divine Word, 
that Mr. Johnson has withheld from the 
Society wvany of the indications of grace 
among his Negroes, lest they should ap- 
ear incredible. 
And it has been the plain and simple 
weaching of the Mercy of God, as dis- 
playedia Christ Jesus, which has been 
rendered the instrument of quickening 
and giving efficacy ty the benevolent 
measure of Government, and of produc- 
ing this mighty change—brought home, 
indeed, as this preaching was, by the 
patient labours of au affectionate Ser- 
vant of the Lord. In Negro Towns, 
where this Word of Salvation has been, 
for want of Ministers, but unfrequentiy 
or irregularly preached, the Natives are 
far behind ia civilization and in all the 
benefits of social and domestic life. Mr. 
Johnson’s course of labour was—te 
preach Christ, as the Saviour as sinners 
—at Morning and Evening Daily Wor- 
ship, to set farth to the people the sim- 
ple Truths of the Gospel—to follow up 
these instructions and prayers, by vis- 
iting from house to house to reprove sin 
wherever he witnessed it—to open to 
the people the miserable estate of a sin- 
ner, and the way of escape and deliver- 
ance by the grace of the Gospel. 





THIRD AND FOURTH MISSIONARY 
STATIONS. 
(Concluded from page 654 ) 

The Commissioners appointed to visit the 
Tuscarora und Seneca tribes, received on 
their jouruey the fellowing geverous dona- 
lions : 

AT ALBANY. 


From the Hon. Siephen Van Rensse- 


laer - - - = $109 
To constitute the Rev. John Chestera 
member for life, from sis ladies of bis 


cougregation, . - 30 
Liis Excellency De Witt Clinton, - “0 
Rev, Arthur J. Stans! -ury, - - 16 
Cash, - - - - - - 5 
John V Henry, Esq. - - - 20 
Abm Van Vechten, Esq. - - 20 
Barent Bleecker, Esy ° ‘ e 20 
Tunis Van Vechten, Esq - - 20 
Stephen Lush, Esq. ° . ° 20 
Rev. Hooper Cumming, - - 30 
Collection at the N, D. Church, - 85 


AT UTICA. 
Abraham Varick, Esq. ba igiencios, ae 
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AT CANANDAIGUA. 
Nathaniel W. Howell, Esq. : : 40 
John Gregg, Esq. - : - - 20 


Total, $475 
Having received this report, the Board 
of Managers directed the Committee of 

Missions to look out immediately fora 

Minister of the Gospel, and two female 

‘Teachers tor the Seneca station, and one 

femmale ‘Teacher for the station at ‘Tus- 

carort. ‘They also appointed a Com- 
mittee to report what farther measures 
ought tobe adopted in relation to these 

Missionary stations, and to prepare and 

publish an Address to the Churches in 

the Western District of this State. The 

Committee have, accordingly, prepared 

the following Address :— 

To the Charches in the Western part of the 
State of New York, Grace be multiplied, 
from God the Father, and Christ Jesus our 
Lord 
Brethren, very dearly beloved—-While 

exertions, without a parallel in any pre- 

ceding age,are now making for the exten- 
sion ofthe Saviour’s kingdom through- 
out the world, it is particularly gratify- 
ing to notice that the friends of Zion in 
our Own country are not altogether indif- 
ferent or inactive. In almost every re- 
gion of the earth, where we see the swid- 
derness, which had long remained bar- 
ren, beginning to b/ossom end present 
the fruits of righteousness ; we may see 
some laborers from among ourselves who 
are aiding inthis work of moral cultivation 
How many of our own precious youth, 
leaving father and mother, and brethrer 
and sisters, with all the charms and en- 
joyments of civilized life, are repeating 
this day to perishing heathen, that mes- 
sage of great joy which was first announc= 
ed by the ange! to the shepherds on the 
plains of Bethlehem-Unto you is born,and 
for you has bled, a Saviour, even Christ 
the Lord. This we meutionas theglory of 
the American churches, and as the sur- 
est pledge that there is mercy in store 
for our Ziou through generations yet un- 
born. And as the hosts of Heaven ex- 
ulted in Bethlebem’s plains while they 
made known the Saviour’s birth, there is 
no doubt but they feel fresh joy in various 
parts of our globe in the view of sin- 
ners among the heathen, who were for- 
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merly far from righteousness, brought 
to repentance through the instrumental- 
ity of our pious, laborious missionaries. 

Several years have elasped since a So- 
ciety, instituted in the city of New York, 
forthe spread of the gospel, formed some 
Missionaly stations in your part of the 
couptry,one at ‘luscarora,ana one near to 
Buffalo,among theSevecalndians; and al- 
though we have infinite cause to deplore 
the languor of our zeal, and the feebleness 
of our efforts, yet we humbly hope that 
this labor of love has not been aliogether 
invaininthe Lord. ‘The risen, glorified 
Saviour has, we trust, beheld occasional- 
ly in the conversion of some benighted, 
besotted pagans in those places the tra- 
vail of his soul; and been satisfied, and 
when all his saints are gathered at the 
resurrection of the just, it will be record- 
ed that such and such heirs of salvation, 
were born spiritually at these posts, who 
shall be presented as crowns of rejotcing 
to our worthy Missionaries. And the 
recovery of a single sinner from the 
horrors of eternal death, to the felicities 
and glories of eternal life, might be «s- 
teemed as an ample compensation for the 
exertions of all the Missionary associa- 
tions on the earth. What will a man 
give in exchange for his soul. 

The stations at Tuscarora and Seneca 
have been recently transferred, by mutu- 
al consent, to the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society; a society under the 
patronage of the General Assembly of 
the Reformed Dutch, and the Associ- 
ate Reformed churches in the United 
States, and we have resolved imme- 
diately to strengthen these establish- 
ments by adding one Female Mission- 
ary to the former, and twoto the latter, 
not only for the purpose of giving them 
religious instruction, but also to teach 
them sewing, kniting, spinning, and other 
civilized arts, and to employ at the lat- 
ter station an ordained Minister of the 
Gospel. We need not inform you, chris- 
tian brethren, that this measure will in- 
cur a very considerable additional ex- 
pense, and as our churches in this region 
are required to make large contributions 
for the support of establishments already 
formed, and for other extensive establish- 
ments now forming in the south, to your 
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liberality we must appeal in our Master’s 
name, for aid tocary this resolution into 
effect. But we know that you are not 
unimpressed with a sense of the infinitely 
great things which have been wreught for 
you in that section of the church. A few 
years since you explored that country 
when a natural and moral wilderness, but 
now have you seen thedesert blossom,and 
the solitary place become glad. Under 
the smiles of a benignant Providence 
crowning your industry, you now occupy 
commodious houses, and can look around 
upon fruitful orchards, and highly cultiv- 
ated fields; you are accommodated with 
schouls for the education of your youth, 
and on the Sabbath can repair to the 
peaceful sanctuary where you see your 
teachers, and hear from them the mes- 
sages of pardon and peace. All these 
blessings have been showered upon you 
within the lapse of a few years, and we 
entertain no doubt but many of you are 
ready to ask, how shall we express our 
gratitude? What shallwe render tothe 
Lord for alt his benefits 2. Here, triends 
in the commonSaviour,an opportunity is 
persented for the exercise of thanksgiving. 
‘Tte same blessings which you are now 
enjoying—which you value as your dis- 
tinguishing glory, and would transinit to 
your offspring as beyond comparison the 
most precious boon, we wish to extend to 
your brethren and ours, who are yet szt- 
ting in darkness, moral and intellectual, 
and whoa few years ago were in posses- 
sion of ihe very places where your fam- 
ily dwellings and your temples of devo- 
tion now stand —We wish you to crect 
among them seminaries of learning, to 
educate their children, who are equally 
susceptible of improvement with our 
own; to difluse among them a know- 
ledge of those arts which elevate the 
character of man in this world; but 
more especially to give them the means 
of eternal salvation in the world to come. 

The Society has adopted tue plan not 
to settle stated salaries upon our Mis- 
sionaries, but to furnish them a support, 
consequently contributions in money are 
not exclusively required, but common 
articles of living. And as a bounteous 
God has crowned us year after year with 
his goodness, shall we not cheerfully 
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consecrate a portion of those gifts in obe- 
dience to his command, and for the pro- 
notion of his cause? But we forbear ei- 
ther to argue or to expostulate with you 
upon this subject. The love of Jesus 
has constrained many of you to devote 
yourselves to the Lord, and the same 
love, we are persuaded, will constrain 
ou to devote a part of your secular sub- 
stance for the advancement of his king- 
dom. As grain, meat, clothing, &c. 
will be necessary, we respectfully sug- 
gest to you the expedieucy of forming 
local societies among yourselves, aux- 
iiary to our Board, te open a cerres- 
pondeace, and mutually to agree what 
articles each can most cenveniently fur- 
nish, and thus secure against a deficien- 
cy or redundance of either. By mani- 
festing a becoming promptitude in this 
service, you will encourage our hearts, 
you will strengthen our hands, you will 
reflect honour on your christian prefes- 
sion, you will present an offering accept- 
able to that God who loves a cheerful 
giver, you will exhibit an example wor- 
thy the imitation of generations which 
shall succeed you—you may bring the 
blessing of hundreds of poor, wandering, 
perishing savages upon your own heads, 
and your Mberality in this.respect may be 
regarded as the sweet pledge of the divine 
benediction on yourselves, and yeur chil- 
dren, aad your children’s children. There 
is that scattereth, and yet increaseth. 
He that watereth shall be watered ; his 
seed shall be mighty on the earth ; the 
generation of the upright shall be bles- 
sed. ‘That the Lord God may reward 
each of you an hundred fold with mer- 
cies temporal and spiritual for all your 
disinterestedness in his cause, and pre- 
sent you, when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear, a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away, is the prayer of your friends 
in Jesus, and follow-labourers in the 
work of his Gospel. 
By order of the Board of Managers of 
the United Foreign Missionary Society. 
ALEx. Provuprir, 
STreruEN N. Rowan, 
Joun Knox, 
G. B. Vroom. 
New-York, Jan. 13, 1821. 
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CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SOCIETY’ 


Twenty second Annual Narrative of Missions 
perjormed under the direction of the Trustees 
of the Missionary Society of Connecti- 
cut, principally in 1820 


Ihe lapse of another year has brought again 
the period, when the Trustees of the Mission- 
ary Society ot Connecticut are to present to the 
Christian public, a summary statement of their 
proceedings, and of missionary labors per- 
formed under their direction. Upon the dis- 
charge of tris duty they desire to enter, with a 
grateful recollection of heaven upon them 
selves; and with a thankful acknowledgement 
of the success which the great Head of the 
Church has been pleased to give to the mis- 
sionary operations. Every revolving year 
has elucidated, with brighter evidence, the 
utility of missionary efforts; and added new 
trophies of divine grace, to the rising kingdom 
ofthe Redeemer In tie good work of spread- 
ing the gospel among the destitute of establish- 
ing churches, and of comforting the people of 
God, throughout the widely extended frontiers 
of the United States, the Trustees believe the 
labours of the Missionaries, whom they have 
been enabled to send into the field, have held 
a prominent place, aud been crowned with 
signal blessings. 

During {be past year about 40 Missionaries 
have been employed, wore or less, in the ser- 
vice of the Society. From the letters and 
journals received from the missionaries, parts 


of which respect labours performed in the» 


preceding year, and not embraced in the’ last 
annual statement, the following narrative is 
compiled, 


VERMONT. 

The Rev. Jocl Davis was employed in the 
service of the Society, sixteen weeks in the 
northern parts of the state. His appointment 
was made in 1818. He commenced his la- 
bours in the autumn of that year, performed 
another tour in January following, and ecom- 
pleted the work assigied tim in March and 
April 1820. He was very cordially received, 
by most of the people amoug whom he labour- 
ed; preached to solemn and attentive hear- 
ers; and in afew places, had the bappiness to 
witness a good work produced by the influ- 
ences of the divine Spirit. He saw and con- 
versed with individuals, some of whom were 
under very serious impressions, and some 
were hopetully the subjects of renewing grace. 
—Among these last were several heads of 
families. His visits with families were gener- 
ally veryacceptable His interviews with the 
feeble churches of that region were to hem 
refreshing and comforting At the close of 
his journal he observes, “1 am requested to 
present the thanks of the friends of Missious to 

your Society, for your repeated tokens of 
Licsliant to them in their destitute situation.” 
He also adds, “ Many souls no doubt, wil! re- 
joice in God to all eternity, through the instru- 
mentality of the Connecticut Missionary So- 
ciety.” 
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The Rev. John Lawton was also eppointed 
to labour in the northern section of this State. 
By his letter to the Secretary, deted in March 
last, it appears that he bas been diswissed from 
his pastoral charge in Windbam. Have been 
occupied in completing his engagement wilh 
that people, and in the removal of his tamily, 
he had performed bat a part of bis missiouary 
services. No portion of bis journal hes been 
trans: itted 

The Rev. Justin Parsons was designated to 
the same field which he bad previously occu 
pied and expected to labour tor the Society 
twenty-six weeks Ta fulfilling his appotnt- 
ment, he was absen: from his charge, aud on 
the missiouary ground, thirty-five Sabbaths. 
In one instance, where a congregation bad 
dismissed their minister, and the church was 
torn asunder by hartfal divisions, he had opor. 
tunity to exert binsell as a peace maker, and 
had ihe bappiness to see his efforts crowned 
with success A season of reireshing trom 

the presexce of dhe Lord immediate!y iollow- 
ed the restoration of peace in tbe church, aud 
a cousiderable number were hopetuily gather- 
ed into tne kingdom ; among whom were sey- 
eral who bad pervious!y inbibed gross and 
dangerous errors. Most of thea youth, who 
were interested in the work, he found had 
been dedicated to God ia infancy. In several! 
other instances also, he had opportunity to 
witness the blessed fruits of the Spirit His 
attention to Sabbath schools has not been ai- 
minished since the last Narrative ; opposition 
to these schools had chiefly subsided; the 
children. who bad been members of them, af- 
fectionately recognized him when they met 
him by the way,as their friend and benetac- 
tor, and became panctual and attentive lis 

teners to his public instructions. He speaks 
with that confidence, which results from ex- 
pecience, of the great utility of these institu- 
tions. Although he found, in the course of 
bis mission, many things to deplore, be also 
found many things to console and encourage 

His own remarks are, “1 have never had 
greater encouragements fo labour lt seemed 
imposible forme to be idle, it ] was ever so 
much disposed, and th~ calls still continue, 
and the prospect of doing good increases more 
and more.” 


STATE OF NEW: YORK. 

The Rev Simeon Snow laboured for the 
Society, twenty-s.x weeks, in the Counties of 
Otsego,Delaware and Herkimer,the same field 
which he occupied the preceding year. In 
the course of lis mission, he witnessed, in 
several places, an increasing attention to the 
word preached, and in some, the visible ef 
fects of the out pourings of the Spirit. Gene- 
rally his labours were very grateluliy receiv- 
ed; and solicitations, to repeat and prolong 
his labours, were very pressing. The distance 


which he travelled, 1075 miles, and the num- 
ber of sermpons which he preached 151,10 suy 
nothing of his family visits, his attendance up- 
on meeting fer proyer and reiigious confer- 
ence; indicate a commendable fidelity in the 


[March 


discharge of the duties assigned him The 
cause of the Redeemer, in that region, is evi. 
dently advancing. 

The Rev. Eleazer Fairbanks was appointed 
to labour one yearin the Holland Purchase. 

No account of bis labours has yet been receiy- 
ed, and the Board is informed that he ceased 

rom the service of Christ on earth, and gone, 

it is hoped, to receive in heaven the reward of 
a good and faithful servant. But the fruits of 
his labours, it is believed, will long bear testi. 
mony to his fidelity, and multitudes, whe have 
heard his instruction, may yet rise up and call 
him blessed. 

The Rev John Spencer was also comniis- 
sioned to labour in the Hollaud Purchase. His 
journal embraces the period between Oct 12, 
18:9, and Nov 22, 1820. In that period he 
spent filty two weeks in the service of the 
Society. The religious state of the people, in 
the places which be visited, was on the whole 
iinproving. Revivals were more numerous 
aod more exienswe than he bad previously 
witnessed. Missionary labour was not ouly 
greatly needed, but ardently desired by the 
people. He formed two churches, admitied 
a considerable number io a profession of their 
faith in Christ, and frequently administered 
the sealing ordinances of the gospel His a- 
bundant labours seem to bave been crowned 
with the blessing of heaven. 

The Rev. William Fisher las performed 
six weeks of missionary labour, in the Coun- 
ties of Otsego, Deleware, and Chenango. ‘The 
region which he visited, is extremely destitute 
of religious instruction. Stupidity and indif- 
fereace are lameutably prevalent. Still, he 
found many whe appeared to be hungering for 
the bread of life, and some who were serious- 
ly enquiring respecting tbe eternal interests of 
their souls, He was received with great kind- 
ness wherever he weut. He has a pastoral 
charge in Meredith. 

The Rev Prince Hawes performed a mis- 
sionary tour of twelve weeks, pessing through 
several of the interior counties of the tate. 
Wherever he preached he gererally found 
small, but solemn and attentive assemblies. 
His labonrs were kindly received. In several 
instances be was importunately urged to pro- 
long his stay with the people, and continue 
his ministerial labours. Many congregatiens, 
which we visited, must probably remain some 
time withoat religious instruction, except it be 
furnished them by Missionaries. 

The Rev Israel Shailer spent abont six 
weeks in the seivice of the Saciety, and trav- 
elled into the western parts of the state, and 
also into the borders of Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. He found the people, in many places, 
greatly destitute of regular gospel instruction, 
endangered by prevailing errors. and distract- 
ed by lamentable civisions—He observes, 
how ever, that “ the thanks of the people were 
expressed, in many piaces, to the society for 
their remembrance of them ” 

Missionary labour of two or three weeks 
was performed in August, 1819, in the wes- 
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tern parts of the State, by the Rev David 
Smith of Durham, Connecticut, an accouat of 
which was not received in season ior the last 
Narrative. He seems to have been affected 
with the spiritaal wants of the people in our 
new settiements, was kindly received and re- 
specttully ti ated wherever he went. The re- 
quest, * Do pray ior us—Do come and help 
us,” was trequeotly made to him, with great 
tenderness and solicitude of feeling 

Rey. David Vi Smith bas » pastoral charge 
at Lewiston. A sinall portion only, of bis time 
has heretofore Leen spent inthe service of the 
Society. The station which he occupies is, in 
many particulars, highly important The vi- 
cinity is exceedingly destitute of religious in- 
struction. Errors ot different kinds are con- 
siderably prevaient He has to encounter 
many difficulties and meet with many discour- 
agements. Still the aspect of Society around 
hia is gradually improving. ‘The Bible is 
more read than it formerly was, and a spirit 
of inquiry is more exteusively diffused Simall 
accessions bave been made to the church. 
The ofluense of wise and judicious teachers 
of religion is greatly needed in that region 

lu Septemver fast. the Rev. Elihu Mason 
was commissioned to perform a missionary 
tourin the Holland Purchase. No account of 
his laburs bas yet been received 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Rev. M. Miner York spent thirty ove 
weeks in the service of the Society. The pla 
ces Which he visited are on the northerh doe. 
ders of this state, and in the contiguous coun 
ties of the state of New York. The amount 
labour which he performed is considers!ie ; 
and he had the happiness to thiik tbe people 
received him Joyiully, were thankful to the 
Board for his servicws. aid were sincere in 
their solicitations, that his visits should be of- 
fenrepeated lie had some good reason to 
hope his labour bad not been in vain in the 
I ord. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury spent twen- 
v-seven Weeks in missionary labours, chiefly 
iu the year 1819. Respecting the general as. 
peet of the missionary field in which he 
laboured, he says in his journal, “ The 
slate of my Society is much as it has 
been in years past. ‘The meetings, both on the 
Sabbath and on week days, have howeve: 
been more full and solemn than in some pre 
ceding years. The children of God have been 
comlerted and animated.—In some places 
there has been considerable religious exc:c- 
ment; and sinners have inquired what they 
must do to be saved —-Some have to appear- 
ance, been called out of darkness‘into light. 
The few who have experiences religion in 
their hearts, or given evidence of real piety, 
are like ¢ sheep among wolves’—“ Errors in 
some places greatly prevail, and the labours of 
missionaries are greatly needed to counteract 
them”"—* }t is impossible that one or two 
missionaries can supply this whole region of 
country ‘There is labour svufficiest in the 
field assigned me for ten Missionaries, The 
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harvest truly is great but the labourers are few. 
May the Lord raise up labourers and tharst 
them into his harvest.” He was received 
with respect and attention to himself, and 
with gratitude to the Missionary Society. His 


journal is closed witha wish, that he may 


wear out his life in so good and pleasant @ 
work. Ina letter dated December 2d, 1820, 
he says, ** the summer past God bas blessed bis 
people (of Hartford, theplace of his residence) 
with a revival of religion” Me mentioned 
the same fact as true in respect to several 
towus in his immediate vicinity. 

The Rev. Oliver Hill, during the year end- 
ing in May, 1820, laboured twenty-two weeks, 
in the northern counties of Penusylvania and 
adjacent counties in New-York. He speaks 
ot the region which he visited as a moral 
waste. The few churches which ave estab- 
lished are feeble. Several ministers have beeu 
remeved, and others stand “ with their shoes 
on their (eet and their staffin their bavd.” It 
is chiefly by the agencies of Missionaries that 
the light of the gospel must be made to shine 
upon that spiritual desolation, for some time 
yal tocome. He was in general received 
with kindness, and entertamed with hospi- 
tality. He met with no open hostility, al- 
though there is, in that field, “ much opposi- 
tioa to pure religion, ‘ both ia belief and prac- 
tice ” 

The Rev. Messrs. Hezekiah May and Luke 
Wood have also aeted as Missionaries in Penn- 
sy!vania and New-York, but have not yet 
transoritted (heir journals to the ‘Trustees, 


(‘To be continued. ) 





From the Religious Remembrancer, 
CHOCTAW MIss10N 


Letier from the Rev. C. Kincssory; 
toa gentleman in Philadelphia, da- 
ted Choctaw Nation, Jan. 10, 1821. 

My Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 15th August last, 
came to hand a few weeks since, by way 
of Brainerd. li gave me great pleasure 

hear from you, and also to find, that 


| 


a Society had been formed in your city, 
and expressly designated to assist the 
Mission at Elliot. The box of articles 
is safely lodged at Brainerd, and we 
hope to obtain it in the course of the 
present winter or ensuing spring. 

I must beg of you to tender our grate- 
ful acknowledgements to the Liliot So- 
ciety, for their labours of love. How 
excellent, how diffusive is Christian be- 
nevolence. We have only to exhibit the 
wants of mankind, and without further 
question, its hand is open to supply 
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them. Who, four years ago, dared to 
indulge the hope, that within so short a 
period, so many would be engaged for 
the instruction and relief of poor Indians. 
And if they are not benefited, I am sure 
it will do good to those whose hearts are 
expanding with Christian benevolence 
towards them. Every thing which 
makes man feel that he is akin to his 
fellow men; that all belong to the same 
family; that we ought to sympathise in 
each other’s joys and serrews—relieve 
those that are in want—enlighten those 
who are in darkness—and bring to the 
Saviour those who are far from righteous- 
ness, will—must do good. 

But we have reason to believe, that 
the good will not be confined to our own 
breasts. There is, no doubt, good in- 
tendedjto the poor Indians. We cannot 
think, that there would be such a gene- 
ral union of sentiment and action on this 
subject, unless something were about to 
be done. As yet, we have seen but lit- 
tle of the direct influence of divine truth 
‘in this nation. Yet we hope our labours 
are notin vain. The school at Elliot 
consists of 74 at this time—the whele 
number belanging to it is 80—60 males 
and 20 females. These all board in our 
family. Fifty of them could not under- 
stand our language when they entered. 
A part of them now speak English flu- 
ently. Others, who have not advanced 
so far, can read correctly, and will soon 
acquire the spoken language. Sixty-five 
of the scholars began with the Alpha- 
bet; 28 of these can now read with fa- 
cility in the Testament ; 39 write a plain 
hand, without a copy; 10 have made 
seme progress inarithmetic; some, who 
were 16 or 18 years old, and began with 
the Alphabet not a year since, can now 
write and indite a tolerable letter. With 
regard to industry and good deportment, 
their progress is as great as could be ex- 
pected. 

The following extract from a talk, I 
received the other day from a respecta- 
ble Indian, will give you an idea of their 
feelings relative to schools. 

“T have never had an opportunity of 
hearing good advice from Christian peo- 
ple until lately—What little I have 


heard, I like very much. It appears to 
bé bottomed on what is 
since [ heard your talk at the French 
Camp, (in 1519) I made up my mind 
to send to the school. I havea number 
of nephews, that I wish to have educa- 
ted, if there is any opportunity. The 
rich half breeds and white men [who 
have Choctaw families} knowing the 
advantages of schools, aud being able to 
fit out their children with clothes, &c., 
send them te school, before we poer 
people could get ready, so that we are 
left very much belind in the business. 
I have heard that the school was full; 
this is the reason why I, and many 
others, have not offered our children be- 
fore. The rich folks ought to be thank- 
ful to the Christian people, that their 
children are instructed. But how much 
more thankful should we poor peo- 
ple be, if the Christian people would 
give us the same opportunity. .I have 
one nephew that I would be glad to get 
into the school now. But I wish you 
to know, that he.has no father, and that 
his mother and friends cannot help him. 
If Christian people can give him an 
education, I shall be very thankful. I 
shall not tell you, in what way you are 
to teach my child. I need somebody toe 
teach me what to do. You are much 
wiser, and know much more than we 
poor people, and I leave it with you to 
teach my child what you think best. I 
should be glad, if you could take my 
nephew now ; but if you cannot, I must 
wait; poor people must be submissive. 
I have many more nephews, and the 
people in my neighbourhood have many 
more children, that we wish to send to 
school when there is room. We are 
very ignorant, and always expect te 
be; but we hope, if our children get 
learning, we may learn something from 
them.” 

Iassured him that the school-was estab- 
lished for the education of poor children— 
that more than fifty of those we now had, 
were entirely supported ; and that the rea- 
son why we had taken pay of some who 
were rich, was, that room might be left 
for the poor. Though our school was 
crowded, I could not hesitate as to ad- 
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itting his nephew. And we intend, as 
son as circumstances will admit, to 
ke more of them. 
The new establishment we call May- 
~o. Jremoved Mrs. K. there in No- 
ember, which is of course my home, 
ough as yet I am there but fittle. 
onsiderable progress has been made in 
e buildings—expect te commence a 
hool there in the fall. 
Should other supplies be destined for 
je Missions in this Nation, it will be 
bestto have them forwarded to New-Or- 
vung, to the care of 8. H. Stackhouse, 
ierchant. ‘The articles sent out by the 
lliot Society, were well chosen. Such 
onations greatly strengthen our hands, 
und will lessen the cash expences of the 
Missions. 
With sincere respect, your servant 

in the Gospel, C. Kincspury. 





From the Boston Recorder. 
THE REWARD OF WELt&t DOLNG. 


Afew months since, several disinter- 
ested ladies in Boston, in obedience to 
a call of Providence, forwarded a dona- 
tion to an infant church in Virginia, to 
aid in the erection of a suitable house 
for the public worship of God. Two 
letters have been received from members 
vi that church, since the donation arriv- 
ed, from which we furnish our readers 
with the following extracts. The first is 
from the lady whose affectingly describ- 
ed the deplorable spiritual condition of 
the part of Virginia.in which she lived, 
in a letter published in the Third Re- 
port of the American Education Society. 

“ How shall I express the feelings of 
my own full heart, and those of my joy- 
ful, grateful friends around me! soon 
should I fill my sheet if I were to repeat 
all the expressions of gratitude that I 
have been requested to. really could 
wish if it were possibie, that all the be- 
hevolent ladies, who have contributed to 
our relief, could witness the tears of joy 
which I have seen shed at the discovery 
ar recollection of their kindness. I will 
mention two or three individvals. Col. 
W. M. aged 830—an elder, a pillar in the 
church here for 40 years—a man high- 


ly esteemed, eminent for piety, yes, ar- 
dent-- Lam now sitting by his bed, tor 
he is literally groaning under the weigh- 
ty load of age, lameness and many in- 
lirmities,) is praying most earnestly for 
you, and all the donors, that not one of 
you may be found wanting when God 
maketh up his jewels; and repeatedly 
has he broke out in language like this— 
“ii 1 may be spared to see and hear 
the house dedicated to the worship of 
the great Jehovah, | can say with old 
Simeon, Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
caut departin peace, fur mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation—O that 1 may have 
my reason spared to the last, that 1 may 
leave behind me a testimony of the good- 
ness of God; and the loved, adorable 
naine of Jesus shall be the last accent 
that shall quiver on my expiring tongue.” 
‘Then, he says, “ tell our benefactresses 
that 1 feel grateful—no—that is too cold 
an expiession of my feelings—tell them 
1 hope and pray that they may all be re- 
warded, when the reward will be worth 
enjoying.” Ali the tyme he speaks, the 
tears flow down his venerable face. Mrs. 


M. expressed her thanks with tears. Mr. - 


fairchild, our minister, is here also, 
and as soon as 1 showed him your let- 
ters, he said, “1 will write too.” 

‘| will tell you what we are now do- 
ing. We have formed ourselves into a 
spinning society; many will join us 
who could not belong to our cent socie- 
ety. Each member is to spin enough 
for 12 yards. We buy our flax cheap 
for money, and the cloth will purchase 
materials ior our meeting house and pay 
the workmen.* Until we received your 
kind douation, all appeared discourag- 
ed. Nothing had been done to the 
house for more than a year, and no cheer- 
ing prospect opened, that it would ever 
be finished, or even made fit to meet in 
at all. But now all our friends appear 
animated, and we really believe we shall 
be able to celebrate the Supper of the 
Lord in it next May. Pray torus. I 
hope none of us will ever forget your 
kindness, nor cease to pray that you 
may be rewarded an hundred fold.” 


*« Many daughters have done virtuously, 
but thou exccllest them all.” 
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The second leiter is from the Rev. 
Mr. Fairchild, and will be given entire. 


MorGAantTown, VinkGIntA. 

Dear Madam.—Yecur letter to Mrs. 
S. and its contents, caused our hearts to 
overflow with gratitude, first to that 
God who had not forgotten to be gra- 
cious to his church; and secondly, to 
yourself and other members of the Fe- 
male Society in Boston, the instruments 
of his goodness. Your liberal donation 
was received at a time when we almost 
despaired of ever obtaining means to 
complete our church You need net 
doubt that it will be applied to the ob- 
jec! in the most economical manner. [ft 
will be so managed as to pay at least 200 
dollars towards finishing the house, and 
it is thought will complete it except the 
pulpit and pews: which may then be 
erected of a temporary kind and used 
until we obtain means to finish it. I 
cannot remember the history of this 
church without gratitude toGod. Three 
years since when travelling as a mis- 
sionary from New-Jersey, I found the 
‘little church in this place, as a little spot 
of light surrounded by thick darkness. 
Some encouraging appearances induced 
me to settle as a stated supply and take 
charge also of a school. I preach in 
this place every second Sabbath; but 
every fourth Sabbath, I deliver the af- 
ternoon sermon in a settlement a few 
miles beyond the river, and every other 
Sabbath that I preach here, deliver a 
sermon at night in a village 6 miles dis 
tant. The other half of my time is di- 
vided between two congregations 14 
miles distant in Pennsylvania. ‘The at- 
tendance on the ordinances is respecta- 
ble and the attention animating. 

I have such numerous calls to preach 
on week days in neighbouring settle- 
ments, that yesterday I had preached 8 
times in the last eight days. My feeble 
constitution has been wonderfully sup- 
ported in this laborious station, and the 
Head of the church has added tothe com- 
munion in this congregation since I have 
been with them, 44 persons, and 15 
more to the church in Pennsylvania. It 
is nearly 3 years since we thought of 
building a house for God in Morgantown. 


[ Mare) 


Two attempts having wholly failed, the 
church I believe presented its case be. 
fore God. It was evidently in answer 
to prayer, that the third attempt succeed. 
ed, and contrary to general expectation, 
Those few who were able, subscribed 
liberally, and others subscribed even be. 
yond their ability. But the building has 
been lying waste fora year past for want 
of funds, and now again in answer to 
prayer, the Lord has sent us the means 
to put it in such a condition as that we 
canuse it. May the Lord 1eward you 
a thousand fold. I trust we shall never 
forget your kindness, and do not ceas: 
to make mention of you in our prayers.” 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 


On+the last Sabbath 34 persons united with 
the Church under the pastoral care of Rey. 
Mr. Tayror, of this city, in celebrating the 
dying love of Him who bath redeemed them. 
These iv addition to those admitted at the 
commencement of the preceding month, to 
the two congregational churches, and the 
Church in College, make the whole number 
224 About 120 have united with the Metho. 
dist Society in this place since the commence- 
ment of the revival, and we believe consider. 
able additions have been made totheEpiscopal 
Church. But as different denominations have 
different views of man’s depravity, and the 
necessity of experimental religion, and require 
a different test as evidence of being bor. of 
Ged, we are unable to estimate the ‘effects of 
the revival in these societies 

We have occasionally noticed the progress 
of the revival from its eoinmencement, and ia- 
tend, at some suitable time, to give a more par- 
ticular detail of some interesting facts. The 
tollowing narrative which we copy from the 
Christinn Speetator, contains a succinct! ac- 
countof this work of grace up to the 26th of 
January Since that time the revival has con- 
tinued with equal promise , and in one of the 
neighbouring villages it has been much more 
powertul. 


The year 1820 commenced without 
any indication of unusual interest on the 
subject of religion, except that severai 
young men,members of the congregation- 


al churches, by mutual agreement, re- - 


quested their Pastors to attend a Sab- 
bath evening conference. The request 


was joyfully complied with, and hailed 
as the harbinger of greater good. This 
meeting was continued without interrup- 
tion, in a place provided for the purpose, 
and capable of accommodating not less 
than 300 persons. 


The room was al- 
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ways crowded, and from the seriousness 
and solemnity which uniformly pervad- 
ed the assembly, a stranger, appearing 
suddenly among them, would have 
thought that a revival of religion had al- 
ready begun. Yet not more than two 
or three instances of special religious 1m- 
pression are known to have existed for 
some time. Meetings tor prayer were, 
as they had previously been, frequent 
and numerous—and characterized by 
fervency of spirit. The spring opened 
with these prospects—although no liv- 
ing breath from the four winds seemed 
to breathe upon the multitude of the 
slain. 

In April several of the divinity stu- 
dents and charity scholars of Yale Col- 
lege, manifested a deep interest to effect 
the institution of a “ biblical class.” 
They were advised to proceed, and not 
at all discouraged by the general indif- 
ference which apparently prevailed to 
subjects of the kind, succeeded in pro- 
curing a large number of subscribers to 
the proposed establishment. A class, 
whose written constitution has since been 
published, was formed—consisting of 
youth of both the ordinary and the most 
respectable standing in the community. 
The usual exercises were the recitation 
of a portion of scripture, previously giv- 
en out, and a lesson in “ Perkins’ Cate- 
chism,”—enforced by explanations, ad- 
dresses and prayers from the attending 
ministers. ‘These occasions were al- 
ways highly interesting to those who 
attended them. ‘They excited got so 
much emotion as a spirit of enquiry af- 
ter religious truth—accompanied in 
some cases, with peculiar solicitude and 
solemnity. ‘The scriptures were, in con- 
sequence, more frequently and diligently 
searched, and more highly valued as the 
only source of true wisdom. No meth- 
od had ever been adopted by us for the 
instruction of the young, which produced 
so much attention to the word of God. 
These recitaiions became, from week 
to week, more frequented, and the in- 
terest manifested in the subjects present- 
ed, more deep and extended. This 
class, in consequence of the multiplicity 
of other religious meetings, has now been 
for some time discontinued—but a large 
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proportion of its members, we trust, are 
sitting as learners at the feet of Jesus, 
and training up for the enjoyment of his 
heavenly presence. 

Early in July, the watchmen of the 
night,saw, or thought they savy, the dawn 
of day. There were certain appear- 
ances, or, there was a certain aspect in 
the signs of the times, which, although 
not sufficiently distinct and definite to be 
characterized, failed not to excite atten- 
tion and even to inspire hope. Nothing 
of this was communicated, but an ap- 
pointment was announced publicly on 
the Sabbath, for those who were particu- 
larly desirous of being conversed with 
respecting their own salvation, to mect 
next day for the purpose. ‘This notice 
was speedily noised abroad, and excited 
unusual interest and enquiry, as to the 
occasion of its being given. ‘The meet- 
ing was accordingly looked for with anx 
iety, accompanied with many prayers. 
At the time specified, seventeen assem- 
bled—several of whom were professors 
of religion—recovered from their de- 
clension and awakened to new life and 
vigor in the cause. 
enquiring sinners—several of whom were 
under real conviction of sin; and the 
rest in a state of solicitude on the sub- 
ject. When the result of this meeting 
became known, the effect it produced 
on christians and on many of the un- 
converted, was immediate, sensible and 
important.- It communicated au im- 
pulse like that of an electric stroke, to 
no small portion of thecommunity. A- 
bout the same time, a few of the breth- 
ren met for free conversation and the 
mutual confession of their faults. ‘That 
week was one of fears and hopes, which 
had not been felt for a considerable num- 
ber of years. ‘There was evidently pre- 
paration making for an approaching 
change in the existing state of things. 

The next week 30 attended the anx- 
ious meeting. It was now evident that 
God had begun to revive his work : 
there were perceivable, though asit were 


in miniature, all the characteristics of 


a.genuine revival of religion. The ti- 
dings spread and produced still greater 
effect. Seventy assembled at the meet- 
ine for enquiry the subsequent week : 


The others came as’ 
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the week following one hundred and 
twenty; the week after that one hun- 
dred and eighty; and for two or three 
of the succeeding weeks, from two hun- 
dred to two hundred and forty or fifty 
attended. ‘These persons were not all 
under deep conviction, or that extreme 
distress of mind which usually precedes 
the submission of the sinner to God— 
but they were all more or less anxious 
as to what they must do to be saved— 
with the exception of those who had be- 
gun to hope in the mercy of God through 
Christ. 

These meetings were usually opened 
with a short address, after which all 
knelt and united inashort prayer. ‘The 
ministers present then proceeded to con- 
verse with every individual, in a low 
tone of voice, so as not to interrupt each 
other, ot break the solemn stillness of 
the scene. ‘The meeting was then clos- 
ed with suitable exhortation and a 
prayer. It is impossible to convey to 
those who have not witnessed such an 
assembly, an adequate idea of its im- 
pressive solemnity. There was evi- 
dently much emotion, although no noise 
—there was many tears, although no 
outbreaking of the agony of the mind, 
save in the expressive look and the half- 
stifled sigh. To stand and attentively 
survey a multitude of immortal beings, 
convened for such a purpose—the sal- 
vation ef the soul,—that for which the 
Lord of glory left heaven, and come 
down to earth,—was an almost over- 
whelming sight. We have never be- 
held an assembly, the bare view of which 
was so affecting and solemn. ‘The fas- 
cinations of sense, with all the glory of 
time seemed to fade away, and an ap. 
proaching eternity alone to occupy the 
thoughts. ‘The effect was increased by 
the fact, that meetings were usually held 
the same evening for prayer—with spe- 
cial reference to the additional effusions 
of the divine Spirit on this anxious as- 
sembly.—Meetings held from day to 
day, in private houses, consisting of from 
eight to fifteen or twenty persons, prov- 
ed highly useful in awakening the atten- 
tion, as well as in deepening the impres- 
sion of religious truth on the mind. Both 
have been signally blessed of God, and 
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made the birth-place of many souls, 
One week in September, from twenty. 
five to thirty, it was judged, were hope- 
fully converted. ‘I'he week following 
only a few less; and, on one occasion, 
eight or nine were, in the compass of an 
hour, to human view, brought out of 
darkness into light. Our ordinary con- 
ferences, which were frequent, and held 
in different places at the same time, were 
always crowded, and from that which 
was the most public and general, hun- 
dreds have been obliged to return home 
for the want of room. 

The object, in speaking on these oc. 
casions, was not to address the passions, 
—but to impress the simple truth on the 
conscience; to show sinners, from the 
word of the living God, that they are 
guilty, condemned, lost, and must be 
miserable for ever without a change of 
heart; and that it is their duty immedi- 
ately to submit to God, and become 
reconciled to him through the efficacy 
of atoning blood. 

Some weeks after the revival had 
commenced, the Rev. Mr. Nettleton, 
providentially directed, came and spent 
a nuinber of weeks, as an evangelist, a- 
mong us. He was received with joy, 
and his labours were eminently blessed 
of the great Lord of the harvest. Is it 
not important to the churches, that there 
be many men of this tried character to 
assist their wearied brethren, at such 
times? Several other ministers render- 
ed seasonable and efficient aid. 

The brethren of our two churches 
have also manifested a very becomiag 
zeal and activity for the salvation of 
souls and the glory of God. They 
have come forward like men sensible of 
their duty and desirous to do it, and con- 
tributed much, very much, to relieve the 
labours and strengthen the hands of their 
pastors. ‘Their conferences and prayer 
meetings, conducted altogether by them- 
selves, have been important auxiliaries 
to the great work carried ou by the di- 
vine Spirit. This revival has by no 
means, been confined to the denomina- 
tion with which we are officially con- 
nected ; but all the other denominations 
in the place have, more or less, experi- 
enced its benign and saving eflicacy. In- 
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deed, so great and extensive has been the 
eflect produced, that the community at 
large wears the aspect of seriousness. 

This work begun among the young, 
and was jor some time almost exclusive- 
ly confined to those between twelve and 
twenty years of age. But it now com- 
prises many of maturer age, some quite 

advanced in years. There are those as 
young as nine or ten, who have, it is 
loved, by regeneration, become children 
Oo! ‘God. 

Very few instances are known of those 
who, having been particularly anxious, 
ave relapsed into a state of stupidity. 

There is, as has always been the case, 
a great variety in the former character 
and condition of those who appear to 
have been awakened, convicted and con- 
verted. Husbands and wives, in some 
instances, ave been separated, in some 
they have both been taken, and together 
made to magnify the grace of God. 
The amiable, lovely, and accomplished 
youth, who once thought he wanted 
nothing new, has been distressed for sin, 
and made a subject of that holiness, 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord. ‘The man proverbial for his hon- 
esty and morality,—whose life for three- 
score years had been uniformly exempla- 
ry, has been brought to feel that morali- 
ty could not save him, and made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus. ‘The profane 
swearer has been struck dumb by a sense 
of guilt, and his oaths and curses givén 
place to prayer and praise to God and 
the Lamb. ‘The scotier has been taught 
to admire the grace he once despised, and 
the supercilious, sarcastic infidel pros- 
trated at the foot of the cross, imploring 
mercy, as a ruined hell-deserving sinner. 
Where sin did abound, grace bas much 
more abounded. 

We have made no calculation as to 
the exact number of this accession to the 
constantly accumulating hosts of the 
Lord.—About one hundred and eighty 

have been examined and propounded to 
the two congregational churches in the 


city; perhaps somewhat more than half 


of the whole number, who entertain a 
hope. rom filteen to twenty have re- 
cently been admitted into the church in 
Yale College. 
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The number that remains to be added 
to the foregoing list, must depend on the 
copiousness of the showers of divine 
grace, that shall in the mean time de- 
scend. 

And blessed be God that his compas- 
sions toward us fail not! blessed be his 
holy name that we may still speak, not 
merely of what is past,but of that which is 
progressing. ‘Phis is the seventh month 
of the continuance of the work, and for 
aught that at present appears, it may be 
prolonged through as many successive 
years. ‘ Behold the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy that it cannot hear.” What 
he has done, if it do not serve as the 
pledge, may well encourage the hope, 
that he will do more. There is not in- 
deed the same general excitement, nor 
the same degree of notoriety attached 
to the subject now that there was dur- 
ing most of the month of September. But 
although the novelty of the thing is gene, 
its importance is still felt, and that with 
a deepening interest. Although the num- 
ber of persons now awakened and hopeful- 


ly converted, from week to week and day . 


to day, is not so large as it was at that 
period, fresh instances are still occuring, 
some of which are uncommonly illustri- 
eus displays of divine power and grace. 
The progress of the revival remains the 
great and general subject of enquiry and 
conversation. The attention to religious 
meetings is undiminished, ‘There is no 
abatement of the animation, zeal and ac- 
tivity of professing christians. And nev- 
er among us was there such a spirit ot 
prayer as at the present time. 

SAMUEL Merwin, 

Nara’. W. Taxnor. 
New-Haven, (Con.) Jan. 26th, 1821. 





CHEROKEE MISSION. 

Happy departure of the first convert 
from the Cherokee Nation, at the 
missionary settlement of the United 
Brethren: extracted from a letter of 
Mrs. Gampoin’s, dated Springplace, 
Nov. 21, i82 
That our beloved sister MARGARET 

Ann Crurcurre.p, the first fruits of 

this mission, was also favoured to be 
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the first among the believers here, who 
was called to see ‘iim, in whom she be- 
lieved, you will have heard before you 
receive this, About the end of April 
last, we thought best to remove her 
(from her own residence) to this place, 
in order to be better able to attend on 
her (in her weakly state.) [lence she 
made frequent visits to her friends at 
Oogh-ge-lo-gy, aud elsewhere, as riding 
on horseback then still agreed with her. 
Every where she testilied of the Saviour’s 
love to sinners. Wheu last ai Oogh-ge- 
lo-gy, her words at parting with the be- 
lieving sisters there, were, amoa, others, 
the following, accompanied with many 
tears on both sides: “* My dear sisiers, 
I could have wished to live longer here, 
if it were my dearest Saviour’s will, 
merely that f might labour more for him 
among our poor people, but His good 
will with me is besi. I beseech you, 
when I am gone, speak ve of him; tell 
our poor people of his great love, his 


sufferings, blood and death for the sins of 


the world ! Oh, have pity on our poor 
peopie, who as yet sit in darkness,” &c. 
fo the beginning of Sept., she returved 
thence the last time, in great bodily weal- 
ness, and since the 7th of that month was 
not able toleavethe house. Outhe 18th 
ult. (Oct.) she towards night had an un- 
commonly patutal paroxysm which last- 
ed about halfan hour. She almost in- 
cessantly exclaimed, “ Come, come my 
dearest Saviour! hasten, O hasten, and 
take me! Thou canst not come too soon !” 
Upon which she sunk as it were, into a 
sweet sleep—ana her longing — spirit 
fled almost imperceptibly. Our silent 
tears on this occasion were tears of min- 
vled sorrow and joy. To Him, the au- 
ther and finisher of her faith, be honour, 
praise and glory! We buried her corpse 
on the 22d (Oct.) as the first grain sown 
in our new burying ground, (opposite 
aud not far distant from our Meeting 
house) ina most solemn manner; above 
{O00 persons being present. Her death 
made a great stir in the nation. The 
evening following,a meteor of a surpris- 
ing size and form, appeared in the air and 
emitted streams of light. A loud ex- 
plosion like thunder followed. This 
meteor execited much attention among 
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the natives. A missionary about 20 
miles hence, heard this observation from 
the ladians: “ It is a warning to us! A 
good woman died!” this from them, 
respecting the good woman’s dying, im- 
plies mush ; though we know that the ap. 
pearance was not occasioned by her 
death! Our dear Lord however, has 
thousands of ways to rouse from sleep. 





Extra:t of a letter dated Arkansas, 
Dec. 29, 1820. 

The Osages and Cherokees have just com. 
menced hostilities the Usages, a short time 
since, made an attack on a party of Cherokee 
hunters, killed two, wounded some others, 
aad iook all tueir iorses &c. This took place 
ai tue Oporto, and not tar from the Garrison, 
1 understand the Governor (who was then in 
that country, where he had been since the first 
ot November,) told the Cherokees to protect 
themselves. This is what they heve been 
wanting for some time. iam fold that the 
Shawness and Delawares (now on their way 
from Indiaua, to settle in this couatry) will 
join the Cherokees. It is very probabie ihe 
Osages will be compietely driven off. It is 
the intention of the Cherokees to possess their 
couutry if possible, and I have no doubi they 
will affect their object The Missionarics to 
the Osaze nation started from Little Rock on 
the 12th inst but hearing of the hostilities he- 
tween the Osages and Cherokers, have stop. 
ped agaia ; they are now waiting for the Gov- 
eruor to come down, t» get Lis advice how to 
proceed. {t is probable, 1 thiak, that they 
will vot effect their object, as the Osages will 
either be driven off, or subdued, Lctore they 
arrive. It would be rasnuess for them to pro- 
ceed at present. 

ifthe Choctaw Treaty is ratified, this coun. 
try will be completely put dowu—it cedes the 
best part of the territory. The land which is 
to be given to the Choctaws, exleads from a- 
bout 150 miles above this place, back to the 
Rocky Mountains —¥V Y. ddvertiser. 





BENEVOLENT DONATIONS. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of $3 
from a few ladies in Hopewell, in the town of 
Fishkill, N. Y. for the New. aven Esucation 
Society. Also $2 trom two friends to the 
cause of religion in Johnson’s Settlement, 
N.¥. tor the American Education Society. 
We are told that the ‘lreasurer oi the Board of 
Foreizn Missions was the other day lamenting 
with some of the fri-nds of Missions the low 
state of the funds, and while walking the room 
almost in despondeucy, a boy raped at the 
dvor and handed him an anonymous letter 
containing One Thousand dollars, to be appro- 
priated where it was most needed Anotier 
letter trom a Gentleman in Portland, enclosed 
$100 fur the Education Society, Surely the 
Lord will provide. 
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